Beware of the False Antichrist
and a False Rapture
by Jeremy James

Someone once said that the Book of Revelation is a highly unusual book in that it tells
the Enemy far in advance exactly what steps the LORD will take to deal with him in
the End Time. Please reflect on this a moment. It is like a chess player declaring that,
should a certain position arise in the course of play, he will make such-and-such a
move, and if the opponent replies in a certain way, then he will follow through with
another specified move.
The Enemy is determined to be victorious and has organized his vast army toward that
end. It would seem extraordinary, then, that he should also be allowed to know in
advance how the LORD will act under certain circumstances.
It is a mark of God's great love for mankind that He has given us the information set
out in the Book of Revelation. It is a mark also of His absolute sovereignty since, by
allowing Satan every opportunity to prepare his strategy well in advance and to
deploy his forces to optimum effect, the LORD is showing everyone – men and
angels alike – that, even with so many factors in his favor, the Enemy is still utterly
helpless before the Almighty.
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Questions the self-styled 'Prophecy Experts' are NOT asking
The Bible prophecy circus is very active today and several prophecy conferences are
held annually across America. If they were conducted in full accord with the
principles of sound exegesis, they would be most welcome. However, judging by the
speakers who appear again and again at these events, the topics selected for
discussion, and the pronounced fondness for fabulous conjecture and irrational
speculation, there is no doubt that many of these events are deliberately designed to
condition Christians to accept an End Time scenario that will actually facilitate the
work of the Enemy.
These conferences also serve to deflect discussion from issues that ought to be
addressed. There is one question in particular that appears to be completely ignored
and yet, given the way the Adversary works, it is one that all believers should ask:
Will the Enemy introduce a False Antichrist in order to prepare the way for the Real
Antichrist? And if so – a second question – will he also try to create a False Rapture?

A very specific warning from Christ
At first glance this may seem like an exercise in semantics, but it is prompted by the
grave warnings that Christ gave us in the New Testament, in particular the statement
that he will return when the world least expects him: "Therefore be ye also ready: for
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh." (Matthew 24:44) and "Be ye
therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not." (Luke
12:40).
The traditional interpretation of these verses centers mainly on the timing of the
Lord's return when assessed by reference to prevailing global conditions. That, of
course, is a perfectly sound avenue of enquiry, but there is another, deeper, aspect to
this. What specific condition would need to obtain for mankind generally to believe
that the Lord would not return? Simple – if the masses were convinced that he was
already here.
Consider again what Christ said in Luke 12:40 – "for the Son of man cometh at an
hour when ye think not." The traditional exegesis centers on the word "hour" – the
timing of his return – but if we switch our attention to the word "not", we see that
Christ is warning us that a time will come when men will not expect his return.
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Timing is not the issue here because his return is not expected. There are only two
ways this situation could arise: (1) where mankind had completely abandoned the
Bible and had no familiarity whatever with Biblical prophecy, or (2) where mankind
believed that he had already returned and was living among them. The former is
highly improbable, which only leaves the second possibility.
This scenario suggests that the Book of Revelation may actually pose a difficulty for
the Enemy. If the Antichrist is to fit the Biblical template and take the place of Christ,
then he too must defeat the 'Antichrist.' If he arrived on the world stage and fulfilled
the other marks of the Antichrist – bringing peace to a war-torn world, performing a
series of impressive miracles, 'proving' his descent from the House of David, and
signing a seven-year peace covenant with Israel – he would still fail to satisfy a
significant proportion of mankind that he was Christ unless he also defeated a figure
so heinous, so barbaric, that the world regarded that person as the Antichrist.

The so-called 'Clash of Civilizations'
So how is the Enemy likely to plan for this eventuality? He must place in a position of
power somewhere in the world an individual with the military capability to wage a
brutal war against a confederacy of leading nations and at the same time commit truly
appalling crimes of genocidal proportions. History shows that such a figure would
have the necessary apocalyptic effect. Certain powerful dictators of the past have been
mistaken for the Antichrist, primarily because of their extraordinary military strength,
their indifference to human suffering, and their complete disregard for the peace and
security of the nations around them. Napoleon was seen by many Christians as a
credible candidate, as were Caligula, Nero, Muhammad, and Hitler.

"One of the most important books to have emerged
since the end of the Cold War" – Henry Kissinger
"[This book] has earned a place on the shelf of only about a dozen or so truly
enduring works that provide the quintessential insights necessary for a
broad understanding of world affairs in our time.” – Zbigniew Brzezinski
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There are clear indications that the Global Elite, who are secretly conspiring to bring
about a 'New World Order', are preparing the political environment from which a
False Antichrist can emerge. It is based on the 'clash of civilizations' philosophy
which the Elite have been promoting for several decades. According to this political
paradigm, the Islamic nations will gradually come together under a single leader or
'Caliph' and wage a war of appalling savagery against the 'Christian' West. The Elite
have been causing mayhem across North Africa and the Middle East since 2001 in
order to bring about this pan-Islamic alliance. The supposedly popular 'uprisings' in
various Islamic nations are nothing more than carefully scripted paramilitary
campaigns organized and funded by the Globalists. Al Qaeda is a western creation. So
too is ISIS, the 'Islamic State of Iraq and Syria'. The latter has even announced the
formation of a Caliphate and appointed a Caliph, one Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. This socalled Caliphate, which currently exists primarily in the minds of the ISIS leadership,
can be expected to take on a more tangible and threatening form in the years ahead.
Even though it is being implemented by men, this plan is demonic in origin. One has
only to read The Koran to see that Satan had envisaged this scenario some 1,500 years
ago. Judging from their writings, men like Zbigniew Brzezinski, Bernard Lewis and
Samuel Huntington, along with other strategic planning experts, have enabled the
Globalists to determine the specific steps that would be needed to bring about this
'clash of civilisations'. As noted in an earlier paper (link) one of these steps involved
handing over the political control of Iran to the Ayatollah via the phony coup of 1979.

In pursuing this strategy, the Globalists have to convince a significant proportion of
the worldwide community of professing Christians that the Antichrist could be
Islamic. This argument has been carefully set out in a work by Walid Shoebat and
Joel Richardson, entitled 'God's War on Terror: Islam, Prophecy and the Bible'
(2008). Since the evidence presented by the authors is fairly detailed, we produced a
summary of their argument in March 2010 in a paper entitled, 'Israel, Islam and the
Antichrist: Introduction to the End Time Scenario and Islamic Antichrist Described in
God's War on Terror by Walid Shoebat.'
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Difficulties with the theory of an Islamic Antichrist
In our preamble to that paper on www.zephaniah.eu, we state: "While this book is
certainly compelling, it is based on a peculiar form of Biblical exegesis and offers an
End Time scenario that fits too comfortably with what the Illuminati are trying to
achieve in the Middle East. More reliable Biblical accounts of End Time prophecy
may be found in The Footsteps of the Messiah by Arnold Fruchtenbaum, The
Greatness of the Kingdom by Alva McClain, and Understanding End Times Prophecy
by Paul Benware."
Having said that, we would encourage Christians to become acquainted with the
argument for an Islamic Antichrist. If it does not apply to the Real Antichrist, it could
certainly be used to promote the False Antichrist, should the Illuminati choose to
create such a figure.
Before proceeding any further, we need to ask whether the Real Antichrist could
actually be Islamic. It is doubtful whether any Bible scholar at this time can provide a
definitive answer to this question. However, while we do not propose to analyze it in
detail in this paper, there are at least three major objections to this thesis:
1. House of David
In order to be accepted as the Messiah by the apostate element of the
Jewish nation, the Antichrist will need to convince them that he is a
direct lineal descendant of the House of David and a Jew by birth. It is
difficult to see how a non-Jewish candidate could possibly be acceptable.
The principal claimants (or perceived claimants) of the past, such as
Simon Bar Kokhba, Isaac Luria, Sabbatai Zevi, Jacob Frank, and
Menachem Schneerson, were all Jewish. For the Jews the Messiah must
be Jewish.
2. Roman Army in 70 AD
By assigning responsibility for the sack of Jerusalem in 70 AD to an
army that supposedly consisted mainly of Turks, Syrians and Arabs,
Shoebat and Richardson argue that Rome – the city and global power
center – was a minority player in this appalling act. From this they argue
that, from the standpoint of Daniel's prophecy – "the people of the prince
that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary" (Daniel 9:26) –
that the Antichrist will come from the Middle East and not from a
revived Roman empire. However, if we compare scripture with scripture
– as we must always do! – the conjecture by Shoebat/Richardson
encounters a major difficulty. Nowhere in Scripture do we find the
LORD absolving the leader of a group that carried out a particular act
from full responsibility for that act. For example, David was held fully
responsible for the death of Uriah, even though his general, Joab, made
the necessary arrangements and the victim was killed by foreigners in a
foreign land. Also, the LORD refers specifically to the instrumental role
of "Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant" on no fewer than
three occasions (Jeremiah 25:9, 27:6 and 43:10), not to the armies that
carried out the relevant military conquests under his direction.
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3. The fourth World Empire
In order to make their thesis conform with the Biblical template Shoebat
and Richardson have to treat the Greek and Roman Empires as
essentially the same historical entity. Otherwise they are unable to
present the Ottoman Empire as the fourth world empire in Daniel's
prophecies. But this is completely inconsistent with both a secular
understanding of history and with the Biblical treatment of empires as
dynastic successions.
The first world empire, the Babylonian, fell to the second, the MedoPersian, in 539 BC when Cyrus took the city of Babylon. The transition
between the two was immediate and complete. The second world empire
ended almost as suddenly, when the armies of Alexander swept eastward
and conquered Persia at the famous battle of Gaugamela in 331 BC.
Daniel's prophecies speak specifically of the break up of Alexander's
empire – the third world empire – into four kingdoms, represented by a
leopard with four heads. Those were the kingdoms, respectively, of
Alexander's generals, Cassander, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy.

"After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard,
which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl;
the beast had also four heads; and dominion
was given to it." (Daniel 7:6)

The first of these kingdoms, that of Cassander, known as the Antipatrid
and Antigonid Dynasties, came to an end when Rome defeated Macedon
(northern Greece) at the battle of Pydna in 168 BC. This effectively
broke the back of the third world empire. The Attalid Dynasty, which
was associated with Lysimachus and ruled the western half of Asia
Minor (modern Turkey), surrendered its sceptre to Rome in 133 BC.
After the Seleucid dynasty fell to Pompey in 63 BC, only Egypt
remained. A few decades later, in 30 BC, following the defeat of Mark
Antony by Octavian and the death of Cleopatra, Egypt was declared a
Roman province and the Ptolemaic dynasty came to an end.
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These may seem like dry historical details but they completely demolish
the view that the Roman Empire was a simple continuation of the Greek
Empire. Rome broke the power of the latter in 168 BC and proceeded,
over the next 150 years or so, to utterly supplant all that was left of it.
This transition was radical and complete. One empire collapsed and
another, through systematic conquest, emerged to take its place. This
means that Rome was the fourth world empire, a conclusion that
conforms both with the facts of history and with the prophecies of
Daniel.
In light of these difficulties, why do so many commentators continue to push the
Islamic Antichrist theory? Recent books include The Islamic Antichrist: The
Shocking Truth about the Real Nature of the Beast by Joel Richardson (2009),
Islamic Apocalypse: How Islam Will Fulfill End Time Prophecy by James Stone
(2012), Mideast Beast: The Scriptural Case for an Islamic Antichrist by Joel
Richardson (2012), The Islamic Antichrist by John Preacher (2013), The Beast and
the False Prophet Revealed by Michael Fortner (2014), Daniel Revisited:
Discovering the Four Mideast Signs Leading to the Antichrist by Mark Davidson
(2014), among others.

How would a False Antichrist of Islamic origin be created?
Now that we have established that a False Antichrist is a real possibility, and that this
person is likely to be Islamic, we need to sketch out a possible sequence of events to
illustrate how this clever stratagem might be put into effect. Please remember that this
is only a theoretical model and that other plausible scenarios may also be possible. Its
only purpose is to show, as realistically as we can, the way a False Antichrist could be
used to facilitate the arrival and acceptance of the Real Antichrist.

Janus, the two-headed Roman
'god of beginnings'.
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Possible End Time Scenario involving both a False and a Real Antichrist
The ISIS Caliphate, based on the Sunni branch of Islam, continues to receive
covert Western support as it takes over a large part of Iraq and parts of Syria.
The Globalists supply it with the necessary arms and finances (as it is
currently doing). The majority Shia population of Iraq seeks support from its
Shia neighbor, Iran. Saudi Arabia, threatened with a Shia uprising within its
own population and the growing prospect of Iranian expansion into Iraq and
Syria, sides with ISIS, subject to a greater say in its operations. Gradually a
major conflict between the Sunni and Shia branches of Islam develops. Just
when it seems that the conflict may fatally weaken Islam as a whole, a 'strong
man' emerges who convinces the Shia and Sunni leadership to set aside their
differences and annihilate Israel.
As evidence of his hatred of both Christianity and Judaism, the 'strong man'
kills the entire professing Christian populations of three countries in the
region – Armenia, Georgia, and Lebanon, and then turns on Greece which,
after years of economic decay, is unable to repel the invader. The 'strong man'
– who in reality is a Globalist puppet – is now universally accepted within the
Islamic world as the Caliph and as a possible return of the Mahdi (the Shia
End Time messiah).

Middle East, showing Georgia, Armenia, Lebanon and Greece.

The western media portrays him as the Antichrist, given his stated goals of
annihilating Israel, the world population of Jews, and then all professing
Christians, while at the same time demonstrating a genocidal sadism without
equal in modern history (The combined populations of Armenia, Georgia,
Greece, and the Christian part of Lebanon currently amount to around 20
million).
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The murder of so many people in such a short span of time – perhaps as little
as two years – would convince most Westerners that the Caliph is the
Antichrist. A deluge of horrifying footage on television screens across Europe
and America, as well as the hate-filled rhetoric of the Caliph, repeated ad
nauseum, would cause the entire Christian world to unite under a single
banner, led by the Pope, and to pray with fervent tears for the return of Christ.
Numerous terrorist acts in the West in the name of Islam and the Caliph, in
conjunction with a severe global economic depression, would put so much
fear into the hearts of the masses that they would believe whatever the Pope
told them. They would accept a Papal declaration that Mary was a coredemptrix and co-savior of mankind, that the Pope was the true viceroy of
Christ on earth, and that whomever he declared, through signs and wonders, to
be the Messiah would be accepted by the majority of mankind. This would
cast the Pope in the Biblical role of the False Prophet, and whomever he
decreed to be the Messiah would be the true Biblical Antichrist.
There is not a single element in this hypothetical scenario that conflicts with current
developments in the Middle East, with the pattern of history, or with the behavior of
large populations in times of heightened stress and calamity. If the conditions set out
above were not deemed by the Globalists to be sufficient to unnerve and utterly
demoralize the masses of humanity, a further "softening up" could be achieved by a
major international war, worldwide plagues and famines, the collapse of the USA,
and/or a fake Alien/UFO Invasion.

A False Rapture
There is an important feature in all of this that should not be overlooked. True bornagain Christians may still be on the earth when the False Antichrist comes on the
scene. This in turn raises the question: Would the deception be enhanced by creating a
False Rapture, or would it be better to ignore the Rapture question entirely? At first
glance it would seem that a False Rapture would pose a difficulty for the Globalists
because it would necessarily entail the rapture of the False Prophet – who could
hardly remain behind and still retain his credibility. However, if the Pope was one of
those who were carried away in a False Rapture, his standing before the world would
be considerably enhanced if he were then to 'return' miraculously to earth and
announce the True Antichrist.
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We believe a False Rapture would add to the deception, but only if a significant
number of professing Christians still believed in the Rapture. At present it is doubtful
whether even 50 million professing Christians believe that the church will be removed
by the Lord before the Antichrist commences his reign of terror. This number appears
to be falling all the time. It would hardly seem necessary therefore to create a False
Rapture unless it could be exploited to maximize the level of fear among the global
community of professing Christians. It could also be used to boost the teaching of the
false One World Religion by including large numbers of Hindus, Buddhists and
Moslems among those 'raptured'. As the current Pope says, all 'good' people will be
saved, even if they don't believe in Christ.
So, even if only a relatively small proportion of the global community of professing
Christians believe in the Rapture, it could still be exploited by the Enemy to great
effect as a propaganda or "shock and awe" tool. If 20 million people, say, simply
'disappeared' one night, the rest of the world would surely take notice. Most of those
'left behind' – which would include a large number of born-again Christians – would
be utterly demoralized. The event would also signal to the world that, if the Rapture
has just occurred, then the Antichrist must be here. Thus a False Rapture, if executed
correctly, would be an extremely valuable propaganda tool in the great End Time
deception. The majority of professing Christians everywhere would be certain to take
this as sure-fire proof that the Caliph was the Antichrist, just as the media and their
religious leaders had portrayed him. And if that is the case, then whoever defeats the
[False] Antichrist must be Christ.

For anyone who has ever wondered why the Globalists have funded television
programs and movies, as well as a popular series of books, which have kept alive the
concept of a global Rapture, then this is a convincing answer. A False Rapture would
have a devastating psychological effect on professing Christians – not to mention
hundreds of millions of humanists, atheists, New Agers, Hindus, Buddhists and
Moslems. In their fear and confusion, they would be willing to set aside, at least for a
time, their traditional religious convictions and accept the possibility that all religions
were expressions of the same universal truth. They would also be far more likely to
believe that whoever defeated the [False] Antichrist must be the true Messiah, Mahdi,
Maitreya, and End Time Savior of Mankind.
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How exactly would a False Rapture be created?
So how exactly would a False Rapture be created?
Let's remember that Satan knows a great deal about technology and what science can
achieve. There can be little doubt that, in the period leading up to the Flood of Noah,
great advances were made in science and technology. The Bible tells us that within a
few generations of the creation of Adam mankind already had the technical knowhow to produce sophisticated musical instruments and to work brass and iron. The
latter implied the ability to dig mines, extract and smelt ore, and fashion the various
tools needed for these arduous tasks.
Men also lived much longer in Antediluvian times. This meant that men of scientific
genius could continue to make new discoveries over a career stretching several
centuries, and not just decades as is the case today. By the time of the Flood, about
1,400 years or so after Adam, the leading minds of the time had very likely worked
out many of the principles of solid-state physics, electronics, genetics, and other
branches of fundamental science. For example, in the early 1900s, an Indian genius, S
Ramanujan, independently rediscovered dozens of important theorems in mathematics
which had taken centuries to develop. He died at a very young age. A few
Ramanujans before the Flood would have enabled a continuous, if not accelerated
growth in scientific knowledge.
Satan could reasonably have expected that similar, and possibly even greater,
advances would be made in our modern era and would therefore have formulated his
End Time plan accordingly. By 96 AD, when the Apostle John completed the Book of
Revelation and Paul had long completed his Epistles, Satan would have known that
the LORD intended to remove his church before the End Time chaos began. He has
had two thousand years to figure out how to address this and, if possible, to exploit it
for his own purposes. We know from the occult writings of Helena Blavatsky and
Alice Bailey, among others, that the 'spirit guides' who transmit these messages
portray the Real Rapture as the removal by a cosmic agency of backward-looking
traditionalists who are not ready for the great transformation that the Real Antichrist
will supposedly inaugurate. The Real Rapture will therefore be dismissed as a
punishment by God, not an act of divine grace and mercy.
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We have been unable to locate any serious analysis, whether online or otherwise, of
the practical difficulties facing the architects of a False Rapture. It would require the
silent removal or "disappearance" in one day of 20 million people or so. The number
could be greatly exaggerated in media reports, so that worldwide a figure of 50-100
million could be touted.
Only recently, with growing awareness of the power of real-time surveillance
systems, has it been possible to envisage how this might be achieved. The real
challenge for the architects of such an exercise is not so much the apprehension of the
target group in each country, but the verification of their location at a given time. An
experienced SWAT team could probably pick up a few hundred people in the dead of
night, perhaps on the pretext that the neighborhood had to be urgently evacuated
because of a toxic chemical spillage, but they would need to know exactly where to
go in order to (a) pick up the right people and (b) minimize the risk of detection by
non-target neighbors. Today's real-time surveillance systems make this possible,
where massive online databases crammed with reams of information on every
individual in the country could solve in an instant the two problems we have just
identified. They could automatically select credible candidates – church-going,
involved in church activities, known contributors to charitable causes, no criminal
record, fully tax compliant, no significant outstanding debts, public service citations,
very unlikely to offer resistance, etc – and then list all who at that moment were at
pre-defined locations known to be covertly accessible, where target numbers were
high, and where local traffic was light or could be redirected.

A poster produced around 1934 by Dehomag mbH, an
official IBM subsidiary in Germany. Roughly translated
it reads, "See everything with Hollerith Punchcards."
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How does this differ from the 'silent' removal of six million Jews by the Nazis? They
too used the best available technology – advanced Hollerith machines – to draw up
target lists, organize transport, and keep track of their entire program. They too
disguised their operations and chose out-of-the-way places to effect the execution of
their victims and disposal of their bodies. It was a complex logistical exercise,
conducted in the heart of Europe. The only difference between the program carried
out by the Nazis and the one envisaged by their modern counterparts is that today's
'Nazis' have better technology. What is more, the SWAT teams might not know the
real reason why these groups of individuals were being picked up! They might not
even be aware that thousands of similar teams were simultaneously carrying out the
same orders in other parts of the country, as well as in dozens of other countries
around the world.
As I write this I am reminded of the words of Daniel 12:10, "The wicked shall do
wickedly."

We should expect the Enemy to use every trick at his disposal
Please bear in mind that Satan will use every sickening trick in his arsenal of tricks in
order to deceive mankind and achieve his goal. He is the god of this world and he
controls the people who control the world. He is determined to win the coming End
Time confrontation and will do whatever is necessary to secure final victory.
As faithful students of God's Holy Word, we should not be surprised by any of this.
We should be as wise as serpents and as gentle as doves. Many Christians excel at the
latter but, alas, there would seem to be very few indeed who cultivate the former.
There is nothing 'nice' in this paper. It deals with a truly horrifying subject. But if we
are to obey the Lord and strive to be as wise as serpents, then we need to think more
seriously about these issues and not rely on so-called prophecy conferences to do our
thinking for us.
The Lord warned us that the rulers of this world – our fellow man – would be far
smarter in regard to these matters than most Bible-believing Christians: "…for the
children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light." (Luke
16:8). The Lord is telling us this for our benefit! We should heed his words and weigh
them carefully.
It is clear that both a False Antichrist and a False Rapture would greatly assist the
Enemy in his work. If that is the case, then we should factor it into our study of End
Time prophecy and encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ to do likewise.
________________
Jeremy James
Ireland
July 10, 2014

Copyright Jeremy James 2014
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